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Dear Editors,

Again, Indonesia greatly contributes to the
global warming today by bringing repeated
forest wildfires to our lovely earth. Although
there are many speculations related to this issue,
both from a political perspective in regards to
the movement of the capital city of Indonesia
from Jakarta to East Kalimantan, and from a
business perspective related to the palm oil
industry, however, this indicates that the
Government of Indonesia is still not able to
anticipate nor to prevent the case of fire.

As a consequence, the forest fires not only have
destroyed the natural habitat of orangutans in
Kalimantan, but also have threaten the life of
people in the area with hazardous air quality
index (with Particulate Matter 10 = 593.08) on
23 September 2019 (Prima, 2019). In addition,
the haze has also reached Asean countries,
especially ~ Malaysia, Singapore,  and
Philippines, which may affect the international
cooperation between Indonesia and those
countries (Abbugao, 2019; Macasero, 2019).

Sadly, more than 6,000 people suffered from an
upper respiratory infection specifically in
children at Central Kalimantan, followed by 1

people died at North Kalimantan on 21
September 2019, and 2 babies also died at
Banyuasin on 16 September and at Riau on 18
September 2019 (Arif, 2019; Berita Satu,
2019). With the killer hazard of the haze, the
risks of early deaths will be increased, ranged
from 26,300 to 174,300 deaths (BBC News
2019).

Additionally, on 23 September 2019, the
Meteorology climatology geophysical agency
(2019) has also alarmed 12 provinces in
Indonesia, which will potentially have
additional forest fires and haze. Although the
government has been trying to deal with this
problem, and the communities in the affected
area have also been praying for rain to reduce
the haze. However, the impact may not be so
fast as expected.

This environmental problem certainly remains
the biggest challenge for public health
professionals in Indonesia today. This letter
aims to invite all public health scholars in both
Indonesia and around the world to do the best
efforts to help the affected community and pray
for Indonesia.

Public Health of Indonesia, Volume 5, Issue 3, July - September 2019

71



Declaration of Conflicting Interest
There is no conflicting of interest.

REFERENCES

Abbugao, M. (2019). Forest fire haze clears
over Singapore ahead of F1. Retrieved
from
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/
2019/09/20/forest-fire-haze-clears-
over-singapore-ahead-of-f1.html

Arif, A. (2019). Berlindung dari bahaya kabut
asap [Protect from the haze].
Retrieved from
https://bebas.kompas.id/baca/utama/20
19/09/21/berlindung-dari-bahaya-
kabut-asap/

BBC News. (2019). Indonesia haze may have
led to 100,000 premature deaths, says
report. Retrieved from
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
asia-37404515

Berita Satu. (2019). Kabut asap di Kalimantan
mulai meminta nyawa [Haze in
Kalimantan starts asking for life].
Retrieved from http://beritasatu.com

Macasero, R. (2019). IN PHOTOS: Indonesia
forest fire haze reaches the Philippines.
Retrieved from

https://www.rappler.com/nation/24070

9-photos-indonesia-haze-reaches-

philippines
Meteorology climatology geophysical agency.
(2019). Peringatan dini BMKG besok
Senin, 23 September 2019: Waspada
wilayah kebakaran hutan dan kabut
asap [Early warning of BMKG
tomorrow Monday, 23 September
2019: Look out of forest fire and haze].
Retrieved from
https://www.tribunnews.com/nasional/
2019/09/22/peringatan-dini-bmkg-
besok-senin-23-september-2019-
waspada-wilayah-kebakaran-hutan-
dan-kabut-asap?page=4.
E. (2019). Kondisi partikel udara
Pekanbaru berbahaya, sekolah lumpuh
[The condition of air particles of
Pekanbaru particles is dangerous, the
school is down]. Retrieved from
https://tekno.tempo.co/read/1251124/k
ondisi-partikel-udara-pekanbaru-
berbahaya-sekolah-lumpuh

Prima,

Cite this article as: Gunawan, J. (2019). Beyond
Indonesia Forest Wildfires 2019. Public Health of
Indonesia. 5(3): 71-72.

Public Health of Indonesia, Volume 5, Issue 3, July - September 2019

72



